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After participating in an intensive workshop on 
US policy towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
on July 21, twenty-five high school students in 
Global Kid’s Summer Institute at the Council on 
Foreign Relations (CFR) were invited to attend a special screening and Q&A session for Budrus, the 
award-winning film hailed by the New York Times as, “this year’s must-see documentary.”  
 
The film tells the story of Ayed Morrar, an unlikely community organizer, who unites Palestinians 
from all political factions together with Israelis in a nonviolent movement to save his village from 
destruction by Israel’s Separation Barrier. Victory seems improbable until his 15-year-old daughter, 
Iltezam, launches a women’s contingent that quickly moves to the front lines. The action-filled 
documentary chronicles the grassoots movement from its infancy, shining a light on people who 
choose nonviolence to confront a threat yet remain virtually unknown to the world. 
 

Following the screening, students had the opportunity to engage in a 
Q&A session with the film’s director, Julia Bacha. “The director wanted 
to show the public how the Palestinian people dealt with the situation 
peacefully,” reported GK participant, Tencin Colma. “Usually on TV, 
we only see the violence in the Middle East.  I liked how this film 
portrayed the special connection the militants had with the trees.” 

 
Already the film has won numerous awards at top international 
festivals, including Berlin, Tribeca and San Francisco, and has been 
featured in major press outlets such as The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, The Economist, Newsweek, Charlie Rose, MSNBC 
and others. It is showing in theaters, schools and universities across 
Europe, the US and the Middle East.  

 
When students at the Institute asked Ms. Bacha why villagers were so offended when they were 
given money for their land, she explained that even though they were paid, the transaction occurred 
against their will.  “The officials didn’t listen and they invaded their territory, “ explained Ms. Colma. 
 
Ms. Bacha’s visit to the CFR is just one example of the unique experiences afforded to urban youth 
enrolled in Global Kids’ Summer Institute. During the 3-week summer program, students meet  



 
 
 
leading experts on international law, global security, trade and development. The Institute is part of 
the U.S. in the World Initiative. Following the summer experience, students develop substantive 
peer education projects in their schools and communities to educate others and promote debate on 
key foreign policy topics. 

 
Budrus is the latest production by Just Vision (http://www.justvision.org), a nonprofit organization 
led by a team of Israeli, Palestinian, North and South American journalists, human rights advocates 
and filmmakers devoted to raising awareness about Israeli and Palestinian civilians pursuing dignity, 
security and peace through nonviolent means.  


